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Simulation of Crisálidas, by the artist Fernando Gutiérrez 

THE ASTURIAN ARTIST FERNANDO 
GUTIÉRREZ TO OPEN LABoral’s 2009 
EXHIBITION CALENDAR  
 
His project Crisálidas was the winner of the 
LABJoven_Experimenta Award, intended for young creators in 
the Principality of Asturias. 
 
The exhibition will open this upcoming January 30th in the 
Gallery Platform 1 of the Centro de Arte until April 6th.  
 
The art work features moving drawings made of light and 
mental landscapes in transformation. 
 
 
On January 30th, the Asturian artist Fernando Gutiérrez (Oviedo, 1973) will 
present Crisálidas [Chrysalis], the project that has been awarded the 
second edition of the LABJoven_Experimenta Prize. The art work will be 
located in the Gallery Platform 1 of the Centro de Arte until April 6th. It is a 
graphic composition of two stages harmonised with the lighting of the 
Gallery and, in parallel, animated videos projected in a loop. The result is 
a large scale mural drawing that unfolds over the walls’ surface using the 
resources of the space itself, covering and integrating its elements as it 
extends over the exhibition space.  
 
Crisálidas, “moving drawings made of light: mental landscapes in 
transformation,” is, according to its author, a mental construction that 
uses this biological concept as a metaphor and organisational point of 
departure for a universe of events and fragmented emergences in 
transformation, inviting us to an architecture of instinctive and automatic 
recreational activities, akin to faintly conscious or unconscious mental 



 

LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación Industrial. Los Prados, 121, 33394 Gijón - Asturias. T. +34 985 185 577. F. +34 985 337 355 
info@laboralcentrodearte.org. www.laboralcentrodearte.org 

 

2

states, between enveloping atmospheres of simultaneous presence and 
loss. 
 
The art work employs an articulated collage process in which everyday 
images from various mass communication media are incorporated and 
reproduced, starting from an intuitive drawing, and then regenerated 
anew through superposition and fortuitous encounters with other 
drawings created in an analogous manner.  
 

The exhibition, in a dream encompassing the everyday to the 
transcendent, constitutes a mental landscape, a strange condensation 
issuing from the real world that, by expanding upon genetic diversity, 
gives form to alternate unexplored worlds, poetic and metaphorical 
hybrids of our capacity for being.  
 
From an emotional, sensitive and occasionally ludic perspective, these 
intertwined and reabsorbed images that preserve the delicate nature of 
the unexpected are fused and superimposed, recreating distinct variations 
open to a series of possibilities that are fed back upon themselves, 
constituting a partial and subjective vision of a society in which signs of 
identity are found in constant mutation.  
 
In biology, the imago is the final developmental phase of an insect’s 
metamorphosis, whether it concerns the transformation of a nymph 
(incomplete metamorphosis) or if takes place after emergence from the 
chrysalis (complete metamorphosis). Crisálidas makes this critical moment 
possible: when a drawing can alter itself through the incomplete 
metamorphosis of the image, the imago’s nymph, in terms that are not 
exclusively biological. 
 
In this way, Crisálidas emerges out of an accidental gestation of an oneiric 
substrate, allowing the contingent, the allusive, to take form without 
imposing formal order. 
 
With a Master’s degree in Fine Arts from the University of Salamanca, 
Fernando Gutiérrez majority of his artistic work has been carried out in 
pictorial pursuits. He currently works in environmental projects, altering 
spaces and temporarily transforming them into mental landscapes. His 
most recent exhibitions have been held in the Astragal Gallery and in the 
Centro de Cultura Antiguo Instituto (CCAI) in Gijón. His art work can be 
found in the Spanish embassies in Japan, Qatar and Senegal, in the Junta 
de Castilla y León, in Cajastur, in the Castellón City Hall and the City Hall 
of Fregenal de la Sierra, Badajoz, amongst other places. 
 
Guillermo Martínez Suárez, Director of the Instituto Asturiano de la 
Juventud, presided over the jury that bestowed the award. Other members 
of the jury included the art critics Juan Antonio Álvarez Reyes and Jaime 
Luis Martín, Javier Panera (Programme Director of DA2 in Salamanca), and 
the Director of LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación Industrial, Rosina 
Gómez-Baeza. 
 
The LABjoven_Experimenta Award is bestowed annually, intended for 
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young Asturian artists or residents of the Principality of Asturias of no 
more than 35 years of age. Its purpose is to facilitate the presentation of 
experimental artistic projects (installations, multimedia installations, 
actions, interventions and any other kind of creative process) that are 
conceived specifically for installation in the Gallery Platform of LABoral 
Centro de Arte y Creación Industrial. The award comes with a prize of 
30.000 € intended for the production of the art work. 
 
In addition, for the upcoming year, LABoral has prepared a programme of 
four large exhibitions in the areas of the visual arts and industrial creation. 
These are: El pasado en el presente, with Juan Antonio Álvarez Reyes as 
curator, Auto. Sueño y materia, with Alberto Martín as curator, Feed 
Forward. El ángel de la Historia, with Christiane Paul and Steve Dietz from 
New York as curators and El Proceso como Paradigma, with Susanne 
Jaschko from Berlin as curator. 
 
For its part, the Projects Office will produce three more exhibitions, in 
addition to the Project of Fernando Gutiérrez, for the LAB_Joven Award. 
Two will feature the work of Javier Longobardo and Félix Luque. The third, 
under the title Convocatoria, will be an open competition, with Roberta 
Bosco as curator, in which a project will be selected that explores the 
possibilities offered by the web 2.0 and that contributes to the promotion 
of LABoral in the new media art circuit.  
 
LABoralLABoralLABoralLABoral’s EXHIBITION CALENDAR FOR’s EXHIBITION CALENDAR FOR’s EXHIBITION CALENDAR FOR’s EXHIBITION CALENDAR FOR    2009200920092009    
    
CURRENT EXHIBITIONSCURRENT EXHIBITIONSCURRENT EXHIBITIONSCURRENT EXHIBITIONS    
    
09.10.2008 09.10.2008 09.10.2008 09.10.2008 ----    20.04200820.04200820.04200820.042008    
Nowhere/Now/HereNowhere/Now/HereNowhere/Now/HereNowhere/Now/Here    

INVESTIGATING NEW LINES OF INQUIRY IN CONTEMPORARY DESIGN  
Nowhere/Now/Here is a journey exploring a number of projects and 
tests that offer proposals and alternatives to accepted interpretations, 
reflecting present day concerns about the world of objects that 
surround us and the role of design. The exhibition is organised around 
three fields of action or areas of research: Material Intervention, 
Psychological Exploration and Cultural Resistance, and features 78 
works of art ranging from products from everyday life, fashion and 
jewellery, to installations and live performances by established 
designers together with emerging design practitioners.  
 
CURATORS: Roberto Feo and Rosario Hurtado (El Último Grito), Berlin / 
London 
CURATORIAL CONSULTANTS: Daniel Charny, Catherine McDermott and 
Ilka Schaumberg 
ASSISTANT CURATOR: Joseph Harrington 
SPECIAL THANKS TO: Ron Arad, Javier Mariscal, Gaetano Pesce and 
Daniel Weil 
EXHIBITION DESIGN: Patricia Urquiola and Martino Berghinz  
GRAPHIC AND CATALOGUE DESIGN: Fernando Gutiérrez 
VENUE: Galleries 2A, 2B and Supporting Columns 
PRODUCED BY: LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación Industrial  
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12.12.2008 12.12.2008 12.12.2008 12.12.2008 ----16.03.200916.03.200916.03.200916.03.2009    
There is No RoadThere is No RoadThere is No RoadThere is No Road    

AN EXHIBITION OF CONTEMPORARY CREATION FEATURING WORKS 
THAT USE MOVING IMAGES  
 
There is No Road (The road is made by walking) is an exhibition of 
contemporary creation featuring works that use moving images and other 
media by twelve international artists, half of them presenting newly 
commissioned works that will be shown for the first time in LABoral. 
Inspired by Antonio Machado’s famous poem, There is no road features a 
selection of projects by artists that record or evoke a series of journeys, 
real or imaginary, through the Asturian landscape or other equally remote 
and mountainous terrains. Many of these journeys are taken in the spirit 
of a ‘pilgrimage,’ inspired by the proximity of the Way of St. James 
(Camino de Santiago) that passes through the north of Spain.  
 
CURATOR: Steven Bode. Director of Film & Video Umbrella. London 
ARTISTS: Axel Antas (Finland), Ibon Aranberri (Spain), Ergin Çavuşoğlu 
(Turkey), Gabriel Díaz (Spain), AK Dolven (Norway), Simon Faithfull 
(England), Annabel Howland (The Netherlands), Roberto Lorenzo (Spain), 
Lutz & Guggisberg (Switzerland), Alexander and Susan Maris (Scotland), 
Simon Pope (Great Britain) and Erika Tan (Singapore/England). 
VENUE: Galleries 1A, 1B and 1C 
PRODUCED BY: LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación Industrial 
 
 

ProjectProjectProjectProjectssss    OfficeOfficeOfficeOffice    
24.10.200824.10.200824.10.200824.10.2008----12.01.200912.01.200912.01.200912.01.2009    
Ghosts in the MachineGhosts in the MachineGhosts in the MachineGhosts in the Machine    (2008)(2008)(2008)(2008). . . . Paul Woodrow & Alan DunningPaul Woodrow & Alan DunningPaul Woodrow & Alan DunningPaul Woodrow & Alan Dunning    
Ghosts in the Machine is an installation carried out with a computer and 
that includes large scale projections on the gallery walls and ambient 
enveloping sound. It is an experiment and research project into 
paranormal phenomena and Psychophonics, also known as Electronic 
Voice Phenomena (EVP): sounds whose origin have no rational explanation 
or known physical cause. Paul Woodrow and Alan Dunning generate 
sounds and images of spaces and systems that are apparently empty, 
closed and silent.  
VENUE: Gallery Plataform 1 
PRODUCED BY: The Projects Office of LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación 
Industrial 
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UPCOMING INAUGURATIONS UPCOMING INAUGURATIONS UPCOMING INAUGURATIONS UPCOMING INAUGURATIONS     
 

ProjectProjectProjectProjectssss    OfficeOfficeOfficeOffice    
30.01.2009 30.01.2009 30.01.2009 30.01.2009 ––––    06060606.04.2009.04.2009.04.2009.04.2009    
2nd 2nd 2nd 2nd LABjoven_ExperimentaLABjoven_ExperimentaLABjoven_ExperimentaLABjoven_Experimenta    AwardAwardAwardAward    
Crisálidas.Crisálidas.Crisálidas.Crisálidas. Fernando GutiérrezFernando GutiérrezFernando GutiérrezFernando Gutiérrez    
MOVING DRAWINGS MADE OF LIGHT: MENTAL LANDSCAPES IN 
TRANSFORMATION  
 

The Asturian artist Fernando Gutiérrez López has been awarded the 
second edition of the LABjoven_Experimenta Award for his work of art, 
Crisálidas [Chrysalis]. 
 
It is a graphic composition of two stages harmonised with the lighting of 
the Gallery and, in parallel, animated videos projected in a loop. The result 
is a large scale mural drawing that unfolds over the walls’ surface using 
the resources of the space itself, covering and integrating its elements as 
it extends over the exhibition space.  
VENUE: Gallery Platform 1 
PRODUCED BY: The Projects Office of LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación 
Industrial 
 
03.04.2009 03.04.2009 03.04.2009 03.04.2009 ––––    29.06.29.06.29.06.29.06.2009200920092009    
El pasado en el presente y lo propio en lo ajenoEl pasado en el presente y lo propio en lo ajenoEl pasado en el presente y lo propio en lo ajenoEl pasado en el presente y lo propio en lo ajeno [The past in the The past in the The past in the The past in the 
present and the foreign in the selfpresent and the foreign in the selfpresent and the foreign in the selfpresent and the foreign in the self] 
The interrelationship between territory and memory – how they mutually 
influence one another and how they are resignified in a return journey – is 
what this exhibition aims to analyse through the work of a number of 
artists devoted to the concept of terrain and its social and historical 
connotations.  
CURATOR: Juan Antonio Álvarez Reyes, exhibition curator, Madrid  
ARTISTS (selection): Maite Centol, Ángel de la Rubia, Jeremy Deller, 
Fiumfoto, Benjamín Menéndez, Tomás Miñambres, Juan José Pulgar, 
Susan Phillips, Avelino Sala and Lucinda Torre, amongst others.  
VENUE: Galleries 1A, 1B and 1C    
    
15.05.2009 15.05.2009 15.05.2009 15.05.2009 ––––    21.09.200921.09.200921.09.200921.09.2009    
Auto. Sueño y materiaAuto. Sueño y materiaAuto. Sueño y materiaAuto. Sueño y materia    

This project analyses the presence of the car in contemporary art, or, more 
precisely, the relation between car culture and artistic creation in recent 
decades. In fact, car culture is not simply something personal but it is a 
complex and global phenomenon. The central role of the automobile as a 
fundamental element of the material culture of the 20th century and 
modern design and, as a symbol of consumer society, permits the use of 
the binomial art-car in a context that goes beyond the aesthetic domain 
towards social, political and anthropological considerations. 
 
CURATOR: Alberto Martín Expósito, exhibition curator, Salamanca    
EXHIBITION DESIGN: longo+roldán, Gijón 
VENUE: Galleries 2A and 2B 
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17.07.2009 17.07.2009 17.07.2009 17.07.2009 ----12.01.12.01.12.01.12.01.2010201020102010    
Feedforward. El ángel de la HistoriaFeedforward. El ángel de la HistoriaFeedforward. El ángel de la HistoriaFeedforward. El ángel de la Historia    [[[[The angel of HistoryThe angel of HistoryThe angel of HistoryThe angel of History]]]] 
In his essay “On the Concept of History,” Walter Benjamin interprets Paul 
Klee’s painting, Angelus Novus, as an “angel of history” that has been 
brought to a halt by the ruins of the past piled up before him while a 
windstorm pushes him backwards toward an uncertain future (progress). 
Once more, Benjamin’s angel of history seems to capture the present 
moment, a moment in which the wreckage of political conflict and 
economic disparity cumulate ever higher, unresolved, while the economic, 
political, technological and cultural forces of globalisation push us 
inexorably in a direction that may, or may not, represent progress. The 
exhibition FEEDFORWARD - The Angel of History will include works of art 
that reflect both this horrified recognition of the forces of the present as 
well as a combative desire for the future. 
CURATORS: Christiane Paul, New Media curator from the Whitney 
Museum of American Art and Steve Dietz, exhibition curator, Minneapolis. 
EXHIBITION DESIGN: Ángel Borrego, Madrid 
VENUE: Galleries 1A, 1B and 1C    
 
    
09.10.2009 09.10.2009 09.10.2009 09.10.2009 ––––    12.04.201012.04.201012.04.201012.04.2010    
El El El El PPPProceso como roceso como roceso como roceso como PPPParadigmaaradigmaaradigmaaradigma    [[[[Process as ParadigmProcess as ParadigmProcess as ParadigmProcess as Paradigm]]]]    
El Proceso como Paradigma as a singular exhibition in which creative 
processes are explored as a fundamental element of a technologically 
structured culture, such as our own, and its progress. Science’s success in 
understanding changes that take place in our world as determinable 
processes and our ability to apply this understanding in disciplines such as 
engineering, computer science, design and art, is the motivation that 
impels the observation of the process in and of itself. 
 
CURATOR: Susanne Jaschko, curator and researcher of contemporary 
visual art and digital culture. 
VENUE: Galleries 2A and 2B 
 
    
PROJECTS OFFICEPROJECTS OFFICEPROJECTS OFFICEPROJECTS OFFICE    
    
17.04.2009 17.04.2009 17.04.2009 17.04.2009 ––––    15.06.200915.06.200915.06.200915.06.2009    
Space ClipsSpace ClipsSpace ClipsSpace Clips. JJJJavieravieravieravier    LLLLongobardoongobardoongobardoongobardo 
Space Clips consists in high resolution video clips in which the artists’ 
interest in landscapes and their sculptural possibilities is made manifest. 
Music adds narrative tension: There will be no engulfing sounds butm 
rather, songs. Further, 3 object-viewers similar in appearance to 
videogame consoles from the 1980s will be included. These will permit 
slides of different scenarios to be visualised and will function as 
sculptures. 
 
VENUE: Platform 1 
PRODUCED BY: The Projects Office of LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación 
Industrial 
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26.06.2009 26.06.2009 26.06.2009 26.06.2009 ––––    07.09.200907.09.200907.09.200907.09.2009    
FFFFéééélix Luquelix Luquelix Luquelix Luque 
This project consists of an installation composed of an interactive sonic 
sculpture and a series of videos. The spectator-listener will encounter a 
geometric object that emits a code composed of lights and sounds. Its 
form represents an amalgam of the different geometric signs present in 
the imaginary world of science fiction and that frequently personify 
configurations of artificial intelligence or even poles of mystical energy.  
COPRODUCED BY: The Projects Office of LABoral Centro de Arte y 
Creación Industrial with I-mal, Brussels 
VENUE: Platform 1 
 
 
OPEN CALLOPEN CALLOPEN CALLOPEN CALL  (September 09 – January 10) 
Open Call: Art projects on the web  
CURATOR: Roberta Bosco 
VENUE: Platform 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación Industrial 
Opening Hours: Wednesday to Monday, 12:00 to 8:00 PM  
c/ Los Prados 121  33394 Gijón. Asturias 
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