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PRESS NOTE 15.04.2008 

AUSTRIAN ARTIST GORDAN SAVICIC WILL 
GIVE HIS URBAN PERFORMANCE THIS 
WEDNESDAY IN GIJÓN CITY CENTRE 
 
 
CONSTRAINT CITY / THE PAIN OF EVERYDAY LIFE IS ONE OF THE WORKS 
OF ART THAT WILL BE SHOWN AT THE HOMO LUDENS LUDENS 
EXHIBITION OPENING THIS FRIDAY AT LABORAL CENTRO DE ARTE Y 
CREACIÓN INDUSTRIAL 

 
'Constraint City / the pain of everyday life' is a critical performance for the 
cities we are living in and the realm of our everyday constraints. 
Tomorrow, Wednesday April 16th, in Gijón’s city centre, the Austrian artist 
Gordan Savicic will show his work of art that forms part of the Homo 
Ludens Ludens exhibition. He will give his performance at 11:00 AM in the 
Plaza del Parchís, in front of the Centro de Cultura Antiguo Instituto 
Jovellanos. 
 
LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación Industrial opens Homo Ludens Ludens 
next Friday, April 18th. It is an exhibition and an International Symposium 
that will examine games as an essential element of our times and 
emphasise the need for them in contemporary society while, at the same 
time, showing how they have evolved in our digital age. 31 projects of 
very distinct character and orientation reflect the multiple expressions and 
roles of games. Similarly, the Homo Ludens Ludens international 
symposium, organised with the Planetary Collegium, aims to establish the 
contextual framework of contemporary games, emphasise its 
interdisciplinary character and present the multifaceted reality of the 
playful society in which we live.  
 
Gordan Savicic, one of the exhibiting artists at LAB, is going to map the 
city of Gijon as it can only be subconsciously perceived. Following the 
psychogeographic maps of the situationists that were mapping a city 
according to its atmospheres and to people’s desires, Savicic proposes a 
new unique mapping of a city that focuses on the rhythms of our everyday 
lives and on the role the technological media play upon them.  
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The process is made possible through a special chest strap (corset) with 
high torque servo motors and a WIFI-enabled game-console that is worn 
by the performer. As soon as an enclosed wireless network is detected, 
the motors tighten the straps. The higher the wireless signal strength of 
close encrypted  networks, the tighter the jacket becomes. Everyday walks 
between home, work and leisure are recompiled into a static 
schizogeographic pain-map which data is acquired from Google-Maps 
servers with automated script bots. By wearing the straight-jacket, the 
performer not only writes, but is at once also able to read the city code.  
 
The technical necessity of wearing the jacket on the naked chest adds 
some unexpected dimensions of gender. The object itself presents a new 
genre, a mixture of a fashion apparatus, technical gadgetry, low-tech DIY 
object, sex toy and a sarcastic wearable media device. 
 
Tomorrow, Wednesday the 16th of April, LABoral Centro de Arte y Creación 
Industrial invites people to wear this jacket, do an ordinary everyday walk 
and explore Gijon’s vibes! The project has already been performed and 
presented in the cities of Vienna and Berlin. 
 
BIOGRAPHY: 
Gordan Savicic is a performing artist and independent electronic 
practitioner, based in Vienna and Rotterdam. His artistic work involves 
weird machines and interfaces of various expressions, generally referring 
very often to “play” as an array of activity and investigation. Together with 
ZugZwangZukunft he exhibited various arcade-machine game 
modifications and participated on the legendary Bluetooth-Rock'n'Roll 
world tour with “the handydandy”. Savicic is Socialité of the Ludic Society 
with whom he recently co-developed game fashion and new bachelor 
machines. His installations and participation in collaborative projects have 
been shown and performed in IRCAM (Paris), Kunsthalle Wien (Vienna), 
Walcheturm (Zurich) and transmediale (Berlin), among others. 
www.yugo.at 
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